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by a crowd of the people, and preceded by musical instruments. And
seeing Kim the king reflected in his heart: " This is the very man who
is being led hither for a sacrifice to the goddess by the people. That is
why his countenance looks so downcast. At this moment I will give
my own body, and cause him to be releast. Even if this body lasts a
hundred years it must in any case come to destruction after all. There-
fore one should acquire virtue and glory even at the expense of the
body. And it is said:
 2.	Unstable is fortune, unstable is life, unstable is the body, and
youth likewise;  wholly unstable is the round of existence;   and
stable are (only) glory and virtue.	And again:
 3.	Transitory are our bodies, our wealth lasts not forever, and
death is always imminent; let a store of righteousness be accumu-
lated.	And so:
 4.	Wealth is like the dust of the feet;  youth is like the rushing
torrent of a mountain stream;   human affairs are as uncertain
and wavering as a drop of water; life is like sea-foam.   If a man
does not with steadfast purpose practise virtue, which unlocks
the bolts of heaven, when bent with old age he is overcome with
remorse, and burns in the fire of anguish."
Thus reflecting the king said to those people: " O people, whither are
you taking this wretched-faced man ? " They said: " We are going to
give him to the goddess as an offering." The king said: " Why ? "
They replied: " The goddess will be propitiated by this human offer-
ing, and will grant our desires." The king said: " O people, this man
is very small of stature, and exceedingly afraid. What pleasure will
the goddess derive from the sacrifice of his body ? So let him go, and
I myself will give my body for this purpose. I have a well-developt
body, and the goddess will be pleased with the offering of my flesh.
Therefore have me killed, and let the sacrifice be made to her." Thus
speaking the king set the man free, and went himself in front of the
goddess; and as he was about to let his sword fall upon his throat,
the goddess stayed the sword and said: " Great hero, I am appeased
by your fortitude and benevolence; choose a wish," The king said:
" 0 goddess, if you are propitiated, then from today on relinquish the
sacrifice of human flesh." The goddess said: "So be it." The people
said to the king: "O king, you bear suffering just for the sake of
others, like a great tree, giving up all desire for your own happiness.
For thus (it is said):

